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The BDSI’s position in brief: 
 
 The German confectionery manufacturing companies are actively committed to 

the task of environmental protection and species protection in palm oil produc-
tion. They are increasingly using certified sustainable palm oil. Many of them are 
directly involved as members of the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO). 

 
 Compared to total consumption, the German confectionery industry uses 

relatively low volumes of palm oil both nationally (9%) and globally (0.15%). The 
German confectionery industry nevertheless shoulders its responsibility in pro-
moting sustainable palm oil production. It vigorously backs calls for certified 
sustainable palm oil production, sending a strong message in the origin countries. 
 

 The German confectionery sector began sourcing sustainably produced palm oil in 
2010. In 2013, the share of sustainably produced palm oil and palm kernel oil in 
confectionery sold in Germany already came to around 60%. In view of the set 
targets of various renowned companies, announcing a changeover to 100% 
sustainable palm oil, the BDSI estimates a share of around 80% for 2015. 

 
 Oil palms are an irreplaceable source of high-quality, high-volume oil. Palm oil has 

many benefits compared to other vegetable oils. Certain technical and sensory 
properties make palm oil a very good and highly valued raw material in confec-
tionery manufacturing. 

 
 Even critical NGOs do not doubt the benefits of the high yield per unit of land pro-

vided by oil palms. The increased demand for vegetable oils and fats due to the 
rising global population makes palm oil an irreplaceable raw material. The land-
use requirements for growing other oil-producing plants would be significantly 
higher. 

 
 The Association of the German Confectionery Industry (BDSI) supports the use of 

sustainably produced palm oil as a highly valued raw foodstuff. It simultaneously 
calls for an objective and factual debate on the use of certified sustainable palm 
oil. The BDSI welcomes initiatives aimed at promoting sustainable palm oil pro-
duction in the grower countries. 
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The German confectionery manufacturing companies are actively committed to the 
task of environmental protection and species protection in palm oil production. 
They are increasingly using certified sustainable palm oil. Many of them are directly 
involved as members of the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO). 
In the German confectionery industry, which is largely composed of medium-sized 
companies, sustainability is a firmly established principle. Companies are hence 
committed to supporting sustainably produced palm oil. Many manufacturers have 
already set themselves future targets of when to completely switch to certified 
sustainable palm oil. 
 

Sourcing sustainable palm oil is a big challenge for all companies – from the selection 
of suitable suppliers, quality assurance, traceability of the supply chain, all the way 
through to increased costs. The administrative costs of using very small volumes of 
certified palm oil are particularly high for small and medium-sized companies. 
 

To support the widespread use of certified palm oil, several companies are also 
actively involved as members of the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO). The 
RSPO was called into being in 2004 by individual companies acting in cooperation 
with the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). The RSPO’s long-term goal is a com-
plete changeover to sustainable palm oil production. It therefore actively supports 
the protection of ecologically valuable natural spaces. The target for 2017 is to in-
crease the amount certified against the sustainability criteria of the RSPO to 
12.2m tonnes. The share of certified sustainable palm oil would hence increase to 
21% of the global production figure. 
 
One of the key underlying principles of the RSPO is its continuous further 
development. The RSPO already has internal discussions on expanding its 
sustainability standard by additional criteria, such as protecting high moorland areas 
and woods possessing a high CO2 storage value as well as by including additional 
social aspects. The BDSI welcomes a continuous and constructive dialogue on further 
strengthening the requirements of the RSPO standard. 
 
By using certified sustainable palm oil, German confectionery manufacturing com-
panies are sending the origin countries an important signal. They are showing that, 
over the long term, sustainable production conditions are becoming key criteria for 
European market sales. In addition to the efforts made by the private sector, espe-
cially the producing countries must also adopt suitable measures to protect the 
rainforests and a consistent enforcement of laws is required to protect the environ-
ment and endangered species. 
 
Compared to total consumption, the German confectionery industry uses relatively 
low volumes of palm oil both nationally (9%) and globally (0.15%). The German 
confectionery industry nevertheless shoulders its responsibility in promoting 
sustainable palm oil production. It vigorously backs calls for certified sustainable 
palm oil production, sending a strong message in the origin countries. 
According to Oil World, worldwide production of palm oil and palm kernel oil came to 
around 66m tonnes in 2013/2014 (October–September), of which 59.5m tonnes was 
palm oil and 6.5m tonnes was palm kernel oil. Asia is by far the greatest palm oil im-
porter. Around 25% of palm oil production remains in the producing countries such 
as Malaysia and Indonesia. India and China are the biggest importers. Together they 
use a quarter of the world’s production volume. European Union imports account for 
around 11% of the global production figure. 
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According to estimates made in an independent scientific study conducted by Meo 
Carbon Solutions GmbH, commissioned by the Forum for Sustainable Palm Oil 
(FONAP), Germany’s annual consumption of palm oil and palm kernel oil came to 
around 1.5m tonnes in 2015. This is around 1.7% of the worldwide production of 
palm oil and palm kernel oil. 
 
By far the greatest share of palm oil used in Germany, 497,000 tonnes (43%), goes 
into the bioenergy sector. This includes the use of palm oil in combined heat and 
power (CHP) plants and also its use as a biofuel. The palm oil used in the bioenergy 
sector is already 100% certified sustainable. This is the outcome of an EU-wide 
obligation introduced by the Renewable Energies Directive (2009/28/EC) which, with 
effect as of 1 January 2011, sets requirements for the sustainable production of 
biomass, according to which – for the purpose of cutting back CO2 emissions – the 
bioenergy sector may only use certified sustainable goods. 
 
Another key industrial user is the chemical sector. Around 247,000 tonnes (21%) are 
used to make cosmetics, detergents, cleaning agents, hygiene and personal care 
products, and pharmaceuticals or other industrial products. According to the said 
estimates, 148,000 tonnes (12%) are also used in the feed sector. According to the 
Forum for Sustainable Palm Oil (FONAP), the food sector uses around 276,000 tonnes 
(24%). In this respect, palm oil and palm kernel oil are used in many diverse products. 
This includes margarine, cooking fats, confectionery, bakery wares, convenience 
products, culinary dishes, sauces, fish dishes, and meat dishes. According to the study 
conducted by Meo Carbon Solutions in 2015, ca. 105,000 tonnes of palm (kernel) oil 
were used in confectionery sold in Germany. This is 9% of the entire consumption 
figure for Germany. However, as a share of worldwide production, this is only 0.15%. 
Palm oil is not used in all confectionery. As a share of the total volume of confec-
tionery sold in Germany, amounting to 2.65m tonnes, palm oil and palm kernel oil 
accounted for 4%. 
 

The German confectionery sector began sourcing sustainably produced palm oil in 
2010. In 2013, the share of sustainably produced palm oil and palm kernel oil in 
confectionery sold in Germany already came to around 60%. In view of the targets 
set by various renowned companies, announcing a changeover to 100% sustainable 
palm oil, the BDSI estimates a share of around 80% for 2015. 
Hence, although the German confectionery industry, on a national and worldwide 
scale, only uses a small share of palm oil and palm kernel oil, it vigorously promotes a 
greater degree of sustainability in palm oil production. According to BDSI calculations 
based on the Carbon Meo Solution study, the share of certified sustainable palm 
(kernel) oil used in confectionery sold in Germany already came to around 60% in 
2013. The BDSI forecasts a share of around 80% in 2015, since renowned companies 
have reached their set targets of achieving a changeover to 100% sustainable palm 
oil by the end of 2015. The German confectionery sector has hence taken up a 
pioneering role in sourcing certified sustainable palm oil. 
 
On 7 December 2015, the agricultural ministers of Germany, France, Denmark, the 
UK, and the Netherlands declared their determined battle against the deforestation 
of the rainforest via conventional, agricultural supply chains, especially also through 
conventionally produced palm oil. 
 
The so-called “Amsterdam declaration” was signed by a host of national initiatives 
seeking to increase the share of sustainable palm oil and a number of European 
sector associations. In signing the Amsterdam declaration, the associations under-
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take to support the target of achieving a complete changeover to certified 
sustainable palm oil by 2020. The BDSI also supports this objective through the 
support declaration issued by the European confectionery association CAOBISCO. 
 

The German and European confectionery industry is hence doing its share to pro-
mote sustainable palm oil production. In the long term, however, an improvement in 
the ecological and social conditions in the producing countries will only come about 
when both big import nations and big industrial user groups also promote the use of 
certified sustainable goods. 

 

 
Oil palms are an irreplaceable source of high-quality, high-volume oil. Palm oil has 
many benefits compared to other vegetable oils. Certain technical and sensory 
properties make palm oil a very good and highly valued raw material in confec-
tionery manufacturing. 
Palm oil has specific sensory and functional properties that have a significant in-
fluence on taste, smell, consistency, and durability of the products. A big advantage 
over other edible fats is, for example, its good stability against heat and the spoiling 
effects of oxidisation. Hence palm oil is particularly suitable for producing certain 
foods and cannot be replaced by other fats. 
 
Even critical NGOs do not doubt the benefits of the high yield per unit of land pro-
vided by oil palms. The increased demand for vegetable oils and fats due to the 
rising global population makes palm oil an irreplaceable raw material. The land-use 
requirements for growing other oil-producing plants would be significantly higher. 
In 2012/2013, palm oil and palm kernel oil, with a volume of 62m tonnes, accounted 
for around 40% of the worldwide production of vegetable fats and oils amounting to 
156m tonnes. However, the palm oil share of worldwide land-use requirements for 
producing fats and oils was only 6%. As opposed to other oil seeds, the palm seed has 
very high oil yields of 4 tonnes per hectare per annum. If the worldwide demand for 
palm (kernel) oil had to be covered by other vegetable oils, the land-use require-
ments would be many times greater. Given a growing world population and a rising 
per capita consumption of edible fats, a changeover to other oils and fats would not 
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be in keeping with the principle of sustainability, namely the saving of natural 
resources. 
 
 

Share of worldwide production of 
vegetable oils and fats in 2012/2013 

Share of worldwide land-use 
requirements in 2012/2013 

  

Source: OIL WORLD, www.oilworld.de, October 2013 

 
 
The Association of the German Confectionery Industry (BDSI) supports the use of 
sustainably produced palm oil as a highly valued raw foodstuff. It simultaneously 
calls for an objective and factual debate on the use of certified sustainable palm oil. 
The BDSI welcomes initiatives aimed at promoting sustainable palm oil production 
in the grower countries. 
Many BDSI member companies have been engaged with the RSPO for some years 
now, working internationally towards promoting the production and use of certified 
sustainable palm oil. The BDSI also welcomes the establishment of the Forum for 
Sustainable Palm Oil (FONAP) in Germany. As a German dialogue platform bringing 
together politicians, industrial companies, trading companies, industrial users, and 
NGOs, this forum will support the continued expansion of a sustainable palm oil 
industry. The BDSI expects politicians to bring greater European and internationally 
coordinated influence to bear on the palm oil producing countries, getting them to 
implement sustainability standards in their palm oil sectors. 
 
The confectionery industry and other industrial users of certified sustainable palm oil 
can, as buyers, only influence developments promoting sustainable palm oil produc-
tion to a limited extent. Complete and comprehensive implementation lies in the 
hands of the producing countries. It is up to local politicians to assume responsibility 
for protecting the environment and endangered species and pass the required laws. 
 
 

http://www.oilworld.de/
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For more information on BDSI positions please visit 

http://www.bdsi.de/en/priorities/overview-of-all-topics  
 
Bonn, 24 March 2017 
 
 
The sector association: 
The BDSI represents the economic interests of over 200 mostly medium-sized German confectionery 
companies. It is both a trade association and an employers’ association. The German confectionery 
industry is the fourth-largest sector of the German food industry, accounting for around 10% of overall 
sales. It is particularly characterised by its strong focus on exports. Germany’s confectionery 
manufacturers have an overall workforce of around 50,000 employees. 

http://www.rspo.org/about/impacts
http://www.forumpalmoel.org/de/startseite.html
http://caobisco.eu/public/images/page/caobisco-23042014120033-SUST-Palmoil-102013-660-497-Dec-2013.pdf
http://www.bve-online.de/
http://www.bdsi.de/en/priorities/overview-of-all-topics

