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The BDSI’s position in brief: 
 
 The German confectionery industry welcomes a strengthening of trade relations 

with the United States, the world’s biggest confectionery market. 

 In order to dismantle non-tariff trade barriers and to facilitate trading and 
commerce, the following mutual recognitions of state-side, non-private sector 
norms and standards and their respective certification should be achieved: 

- mutual recognition of product safety regulations; 
- mutual recognition of the findings of each other’s national, state-side 

regulatory authorities; 
- mutual recognition of each other’s food hygiene standards; 
- mutual recognition of each other’s production standards; 

- mutual recognition in the field of additives, flavourings, and colourings 
as well as 

- mutual recognition of packaging materials conformity. 

 The treaty should ensure the protection of European brands and protected 
designations of origin without huge bureaucratic hurdles. 

 The liberalisation of trade and commerce through the TTIP may not be allowed 
to one-sidedly affect the field of processed products. Trading with raw 
materials must be liberalised in equal measure. 

 Preferential treatment legislation should not be made more difficult, by shifting 
liability risks from the customs authorities to companies and hence creating 
new administrative burdens. 

 The treaty must provide for the possibility of accounting segregation of 
materials by the manufacturers and suppliers. 

 The shaping of preferential rules of origin must not be permitted to 
disadvantage German and European confectionery manufacturers. 
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The German confectionery industry welcomes a strengthening of trade relations 
with the United States, the world’s biggest confectionery market. 
For the German confectionery industry, the United States is by far the most 
important export market outside the European Union. Confectionery exports have 
been growing for years, achieving a value of €266m in 2012. This positive trend 
would be strengthened by the conclusion of a free-trade agreement. 

 
In order to dismantle non-tariff trade barriers and to facilitate trading and 
commerce, the following mutual recognitions of state-side, non-private sector 
norms and standards and their respective certification should be achieved: 
- mutual recognition of product safety regulations; 
- mutual recognition of the findings of each other’s national, state-side 

regulatory authorities; 
- mutual recognition of each other’s food hygiene standards; 
- mutual recognition of each other’s production standards; 
- mutual recognition in the field of additives, flavourings, and colourings 
as well as 
- mutual recognition of packaging materials conformity. 

The key focus of negotiations should rest on the abolishment of non-tariff trade 
barriers. Hence the member confectionery manufacturers of the BDSI call for a 
wide-reaching facilitation of 
- customs clearance of imports to the USA 

and 

- the licensing and monitoring of German manufacturers exporting to the United 
States. 

The aforementioned mutual recognitions should be brought about to achieve these 
goals. 

In this respect it is to be noted that mutual recognition can only be given to state-
side measures and statutory norms and standards. Private sector standards and 
norms or audits, such as the widespread standards of the IFS in Germany, may not 
be permitted to become the subject of mutual recognition. 

 
The treaty should ensure the protection of European brands and protected 
specifications of origin without huge bureaucratic hurdles. 

The treaty must ease restrictions for manufacturers when it comes to protecting 
European brands and protected designations of origin. Such brand protection is the 
basis for safe trading in the US market. 

 
The liberalisation of trade and commerce through the TTIP may not be allowed to 
one-sidedly affect the field of processed products. Trading with raw materials 
must be liberalised in equal measure. 

Unprocessed products must also benefit from the market openings by likewise 
liberalising the trade in raw materials. Opening up the European market for 
processed products alone would lead to distortions of competition among 
manufacturers. 

 
Preferential treatment legislation should not be made more difficult, especially 
for small and medium-size companies, by shifting liability risks from the customs 
authorities to companies and hence creating new administrative burdens. 
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As a certification of origin and prerequisite for enjoying customs tariff preferences 
that companies may apply for from the customs authorities, EUR.1 must be 
preserved along with the self-disclosure of companies enjoying the status of 
“authorised exporter” and hence also be provided for in the TTIP as an alternative 
verification option. This would allow companies to safeguard themselves when it 
comes to preferential exports. 

 
The treaty must provide for the possibility of accounting segregation of materials 
by the manufacturers and suppliers. 

An accounting segregation of materials must be permitted since, even if the 
German confectionery industry primarily uses, and wishes to continue using, 
agricultural products sourced from within Europe, the fact is that raw materials are 
traded globally. 

Accounting segregation must not be permitted for processing companies alone but 
must, when it becomes necessary, i.e. when no processing relevant to the rules of 
origin takes place, be likewise possible for the suppliers in our sector. 

What is more, accounting segregation must be approved and implemented 
speedily and pragmatically. To do so, the customs administrations must ensure and 
create the necessary prerequisites for processing applications within the statutory 
periods and uniformly applying EU statutory requirements. 
 
The shaping of preferential rules of origin must not be permitted to disadvantage 
German and European confectionery manufacturers. 
The basis for the designation of origin of products made of originating and non-
originating materials should be the last substantial processing step. The value added 
created by the confectionery industry and the sugar processing industry in Europe 
must be given due consideration in negotiations surrounding the rules of origin. 
 

Products currently enjoying preferential export status in partner countries must 
also have this status in the United States in future. Only the currently applicable 
value limits duly reflect the value added created in Germany and Europe. 

The application of the GSP weight limit (40%) and the 30% weight limit proposed in 
the pan-Euro-Mediterranean debate would lead to the majority of European-made 
confectionery not having preferential export status in the United States if no 
supplier declarations for the sugar can be submitted. 

The BDSI hence calls for retention of the 30% ex works price rule for our sector. 
This is internationally recognised and flexible. 

The United States should also accept sugar from LDC countries as originating sugar 
within the scope of providing development aid. This would help put EU 
development aid policy on a broader footing. 

 
 
Bonn, 18 December 2013 
 
 
The sector association: 
The BDSI represents the economic interests of over 200 mostly medium-sized German confectionery 
companies. It is both a trade association and an employers’ association. The German confectionery 
industry is the third-largest sector of the German food industry, accounting for around 10% of overall 
sales. It is particularly characterised by its strong focus on exports. Germany’s confectionery 
manufacturers have an overall workforce of around 49,000 employees. 


